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wear no clothes and look fierce. The civilised
people are dark in complexion like the Indians.
They possess flat noses. They wear Sarong.
Rice is their staple food. They take
vegetables, fish, meat and beef. They are
very fond of dry fish. They use cocoa-nut
oil and curry-powder ia the curries. They
take food several times in course of a day
and their process of cooking and ways of
taking meals are like those of the Javanese.
Almost all are Mohammedans.' The people
were Hindoos long ago, They, were .converted
into Islamism only about ijve hundred years
ago. Though they profess the fai$i of Mohammed>
they still observe Hindoo ^Jbra&itions. Many
people still possess Hindoo names and in the
villages the people still tell to their children many
legends from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
The people speak the Malayan language.
They write it in Roman characters. In education
they are not so advanced as the Javanese are.
The island was conquered by the Holanders
many centuries ago. It is at present governed
T)y a Governor who is responsible to the
Governor General of the Dutch East Indies
who lives in Batavia.